New Hampshire Public Health Network

Ongoing Activities to Improve Local Provision of 

the 10 Essential Services of Public Health

1. Monitor health status to identify and solve community health problems

· Conduct collaborative community health assessments

· Prioritize health issues

· Identify gaps in public health infrastructure

· Develop community health improvement plans

2. Diagnose and investigate health problems and health hazards in the community

· Support surveillance activities

· Understand local surveillance activities (what is reported, by who and follow-up)

· Communications liaison with state health department

· Establish procedures for alerting community to threats

· Receive Health Alert Network notifications/alerts

· Inventory local public health assets for emergency response

· Establish communications between first responders and public health

· Participate in emergency planning and testing

· Provide public health expertise to plan development

· Participate in tabletop exercises and mock events

3. Inform, educate, and empower people about health issues

· Disseminate info on health risks, health status and health needs

· Sponsor/Participate in health fairs

· Disseminate health assessment information

· Post emergency contact info on web

· Conduct public info events

· Promote media coverage of PH issues

· Conduct health promotion activities

· Sponsor fitness events

· Conduct health screenings

· Establish after school-based education and prevention programs

· Develop walking/recreational trails

4. Mobilize community partnerships and action to identify and solve health problems

· Identify community resources

· Inventory resources

· Distribute directories with contact info

· Promote awareness of resources

· Establish collaborative relationships

· Build collaborations b/w first responders, public health, business, EMS, etc.

· Host/Facilitate regional Health Officer's group

· Collaborate with town on Model Communities program

· Engage community organizations

· Establish working groups to address local issues including new program development

5.  Develop policies and plans that support individual and community health efforts
· Increase coordination with state public health system

· Clarify roles/responsibilities

· Improve communications

· Develop codes, regulations and legislation to promote health and safety

· Advocacy for public health initiatives/interventions

· Develop MOA for regional activities including shared Health Officer

· Hire Public/Community Health Circuit Rider to provide support to Health Officers

6.  Enforce laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety

· Inventory existing laws, etc.

· Education and training on legal authority of Health Officer

· Education and training about Incident Command and role of public heath in an emergency

7. Link people to needed personal health services and assure the provision of health care when   

otherwise unavailable

· Identify community resources

· Develop community inventory

· Develop and disseminate contact info (directories)

· Strengthen referral relations

· Provide community outreach and linkage services

· Serve as point of info, screening, referral and coordination for safety net services

· Obtain resources for new programs to meet needs

· Conduct health screenings

· Obtain AEDs for EMS, schools, etc

8. Assure a competent public and personal health care workforce

· Identify and address gaps in knowledge and training

· Identify training needs for Health Officer

· Conduct ongoing trainings for Health Officer

· Provide emergency response training for service providers and community members

· Partner with AHEC and public health schools for workforce development

9. Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility, and quality of personal and population-based health 

services
· Monitor improvement through continuous community assessment

· Conduct National Public Health Performance Assessment to evaluate local public health infrastructure capacity

· Use information to revise community activities and revise public health improvement plans

10. Research for new insights and innovative solutions to health problems

· Research "best practice" models for addressing identified local public health issues

· Incorporate "best practice" in activities

