Public Health Network

Requirements for a Local Public Health Infrastructure based on the 10 Essential Services

	Essential Service
	Local Level Capacity Requirements

	1. Monitor health status to identify problems
	· What data will be used to monitor health status? (DHHS community health profile; other indicators?)

· How will public input be solicited? (User surveys, key informant interviews, other forums?)

· Who will coordinate and prepare summary needs assessment on behalf of community?

· How will results be disseminated to community?

	2. Diagnose and investigate health problems and hazards
	· What reportable disease information is reported from the community and by whom? (inventory)

· Who does the State alert to possible health threats and disease outbreaks?

· How will this information be disseminated to the community and by whom? 

	3. Inform, educate and empower people about health issues
	· What health risks should be targeted for education?

· Who is responsible for disseminating health information in the community?

· Who is responsible for conducting priority health promotion activities?

· How will the media be engaged in health education and health promotion activities?

	4. Mobilize community partnerships to identify and solve health problems
	· What organizations and individuals constitute the public health system in the community? (inventory)

· How will these partners collaborate and coordinate activities?

	5. Develop policies and plans that support health improvement
	· What policies exist to protect the health of the public? (inventory)

· What is the forum for identifying gaps in policy?

· What gaps in policy are identified?

· Who will advocate for prevention and protection policies? 

	6. Enforce laws and regulations that protect health and ensure safety
	· What laws and regulations govern health and safety at the local level? (inventory)

· Who is authorized to enforce laws and regulations?

· What is the forum for identifying gaps in laws and regulations?

· What gaps in laws and regulations are identified?

· Who will advocate for changes in laws and regulations?

	7. Link people to needed personal health services and assure provision
	· What personal health services are available in the community? (inventory)

· How will individuals be linked with available services?

· What is the forum for identifying gaps in services?

· What gaps in service are identified?

· Who will advocate for needed services?


	Essential Service
	Local Level Capacity Requirements

	8. Assure a competent public and personal healthcare workforce
	· What are the skills and expertise needed for Health Officers?

· What are the competencies of the Health Officer?

· What training is needed and how will it be obtained?

· Who will routinely evaluate Health Officer competencies?

	9. Evaluate effectiveness, accessibility and quality 
	· How regularly will needs assessment be performed to monitor changes?

	10. Research for new insights and innovative solutions
	· Are there opportunities in the community to link with academic/research institutions?

· How will best practice be incorporated in program development?


