Standard OPERATING GUIDANCE for the New Hampshire 

Public Health Network

Purpose:  New Hampshire Public Health Network is responsible for making critical key contacts that coordinate and complement the local emergency management directives in all public health incidents of their geographical area of responsibility. 

Scope:  New Hampshire Public Health Network will assist in the necessary support functions as they relate to local public health, or in the event of an all hazards incident.  These areas of support are to assist and complement local emergency plans related to public health systems providing linkages with hospitals, medical care providers, health officers, and other health resources.

Concept of Operation

General:  Prior planning and training will be conducted that address the purpose and scope of this document. The Public Health Network site will:

1. Assist in providing the linkages necessary to notify the emergency managers and appropriate officials as required in their public health plan. 

2. Establish linkages with public health leaders and existing resources at the community level to develop coordinated responses to the public health need. 

3. Establish linkages with local Emergency Operations Center. 

4. Assist in providing technical assistance in the interpretation of required public health services covered in your local emergency plan as necessary.

5. Provide training and technical assistance for local public health providers and community members. 

6. Initiate the established local resource directory notification protocol.

Notification & Response:  Division of Public Health Services DPHS shall initiate the notification to the appropriate Public Health Network site required to mitigate the emergency.  The network site may act on its own initiative if acting in accordance with local emergency notification protocol, and should notify their state liaison (Office of Emergency Management field representative or Public Health Nurse). 

7. Notify the state liaison as a conduit of information between the state and local entities.

8. Receive and act on as necessary, any HAN Health Alert Notices from DPHS. 

9. Assist in providing technical assistance in the interpretation of required public health services covered in your local emergency plan as necessary.
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